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mission of the PMA or PMA supple-
ment.

§ 814.39 PMA supplements.
(a) After FDA approval of a PMA, an

applicant shall submit a PMA supple-
ment for review and approval by FDA
before making a change affecting the
safety or effectiveness of the device for
which the applicant has an approved
PMA, unless the change is of a type for
which FDA, under paragraph (e) of this
section, has advised that an alternate
submission is permitted. While the bur-
den for determining whether a supple-
ment is required is primarily on the
PMA holder, changes for which an ap-
plicant shall submit a PMA supplement
include but are not limited to the fol-
lowing types of changes if they affect
the safety or effectiveness of the de-
vice:

(1) New indications for use of the de-
vice.

(2) Labeling changes.
(3) The use of a different facility or

establishment to manufacture, process,
or package the device.

(4) Changes in manufacturing facili-
ties, methods, or quality control proce-
dures.

(5) Changes in sterilization proce-
dures.

(6) Changes in packaging.
(7) Changes in the performance or de-

sign specifications, circuits, compo-
nents, ingredients, principle of oper-
ation, or physical layout of the device.

(8) Extension of the expiration date
of the device based on data obtained
under a new or revised stability or ste-
rility testing protocol that has not
been approved by FDA. If the protocol
has been approved, the change shall be
reported to FDA under paragraph (b) of
this section.

(b) An applicant may make a change
in a device after FDA’s approval of a
PMA for the device without submitting
a PMA supplement if the change does
not affect the device’s safety or effec-
tiveness and the change is reported to
FDA in postapproval periodic reports
required as a condition to approval of
the device, e.g., an editorial change in
labeling which does not affect the safe-
ty or effectiveness of the device.

(c) All procedures and actions that
apply to an application under § 814.20

also apply to PMA supplements except
that the information required in a sup-
plement is limited to that needed to
support the change. A summary under
§ 814.20(b)(3) is required for only a sup-
plement submitted for new indications
for use of the device, significant
changes in the performance or design
specifications, circuits, components,
ingredients, principles of operation, or
physical layout of the device, or when
otherwise required by FDA. The appli-
cant shall submit three copies of a
PMA supplement and shall include in-
formation relevant to the proposed
changes in the device. A PMA supple-
ment shall include a separate section
that identifies each change for which
approval is being requested and ex-
plains the reason for each such change.
The applicant shall submit additional
copies and additional information if re-
quested by FDA. The time frames for
review of, and FDA action on, a PMA
supplement are the same as those pro-
vided in § 814.40 for a PMA.

(d)(1) After FDA approves a PMA,
any change described in paragraph
(d)(2) of this section that enhances the
safety of the device or the safety in the
use of the device may be placed into ef-
fect by the applicant prior to the re-
ceipt under § 814.17 of a written FDA
order approving the PMA supplement
provided that:

(i) The PMA supplement and its mail-
ing cover are plainly marked ‘‘Special
PMA Supplement—Changes Being Ef-
fected’’;

(ii) The PMA supplement provides a
full explanation of the basis for the
changes;

(iii) The applicant has received ac-
knowledgement from FDA of receipt of
the supplement; and

(iv) The PMA supplement specifically
identifies the date that such changes
are being effected.

(2) The following changes are per-
mitted by paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion:

(i) Labeling changes that add or
strengthen a contraindication, warn-
ing, precaution, or information about
an adverse reaction.

(ii) Labeling changes that add or
strengthen an instruction that is in-
tended to enhance the safe use of the
device.
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(iii) Labeling changes that delete
misleading, false, or unsupported indi-
cations.

(iv) Changes in quality controls or
manufacturing process that add a new
specification or test method, or other-
wise provide additional assurance of
purity, identity, strength, or reliabil-
ity of the device.

(e) FDA will identify a change to a
device for which an applicant has an
approved PMA and for which a PMA
supplement under paragraph (a) is not
required. FDA will identify such a
change in an advisory opinion under
§ 10.85, if the change applies to a ge-
neric type of device, or in correspond-
ence to the applicant, if the change ap-
plies only to the applicant’s device.
FDA will require that a change for
which a PMA supplement under para-
graph (a) is not required be reported to
FDA in—

(1) A periodic report under § 814.84 or
(2) A 30-day PMA supplement under

this paragraph.

FDA will identify, in the advisory opin-
ion or correspondence, the type of in-
formation that is to be included in the
report or 30-day PMA supplement. lf
the change is required to be reported to
FDA in a periodic report, the change
may be made before it is reported to
FDA. If the change is required to be re-
ported in a 30-day PMA supplement,
the change may be made 30 days after
FDA files the 30-day PMA supplement
unless FDA requires the PMA holder to
provide additional information, in-
forms the PMA holder that the supple-
ment is not approvable, or disapproves
the supplement. The 30-day PMA sup-
plement shall follow the instructions
in the correspondence or advisory opin-
ion. Any 30-day PMA supplement that
does not meet the requirements of the
correspondence or advisory opinion
will not be filed and, therefore, will not
be deemed approved 30 days after re-
ceipt.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0910–0231)

[51 FR 26364, July 22, 1986, as amended at 51
FR 43344, Dec. 2, 1986]

Subpart C—FDA Action on a PMA

§ 814.40 Time frames for reviewing a
PMA.

Within 180 days after receipt of an
application that is accepted for filing
and to which the applicant does not
submit a major amendment, FDA will
review the PMA and, after receiving
the report and recommendation of the
appropriate FDA advisory committee,
send the applicant an approval order
under § 814.44(d), an approvable letter
under § 814.44(e), a not approvable letter
under § 814.44(f), or an order denying ap-
proval under § 814.45. The approvable
letter and the not approvable letter
will provide an opportunity for the ap-
plicant to amend or withdraw the ap-
plication, or to consider the letter to
be a denial of approval of the PMA
under § 814.45 and to request adminis-
trative review under section 515 (d)(3)
and (g) of the act.

§ 814.42 Filing a PMA.
(a) The filing of an application means

that FDA has made a threshold deter-
mination that the application is suffi-
ciently complete to permit a sub-
stantive review. Within 45 days after a
PMA is received by FDA, the agency
will notify the applicant whether the
application has been filed.

(b) If FDA does not find that any of
the reasons in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion for refusing to file the PMA ap-
plies, the agency will file the PMA and
will notify the applicant in writing of
the filing. The notice will include the
PMA reference number and the date
FDA filed the PMA. The date of filing
is the date that a PMA accepted for fil-
ing was received by the agency. The
180-day period for review of a PMA
starts on the date of filing.

(c) If FDA refuses to file a PMA, the
agency will notify the applicant of the
reasons for the refusal. This notice will
identify the deficiencies in the applica-
tion that prevent filing and will in-
clude the PMA reference number.

(d) If FDA refuses to file the PMA,
the applicant may:

(1) Resubmit the PMA with addi-
tional information necessary to comply
with the requirements of section
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